Leiter Side of Movies:
IN THE GARDEN

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden;
and there he put the man he had formed. (Genesis 2:8)

It all started with a garden. What a beautiful place it must have
been too! Imagine a world full of wonder and discovery. Adam and
Eve were the first people ever to experience all of God’s marvelous
creation. Each new thing they found would have been as if they were
looking through childrens’ eyes.

Ramona Leiter
Michigan
leiter@chartermi.net

Genesis 1:31a God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.

In the hectic, sin-filled world we now live in, it must sometimes seem
that we couldn’t be further from that original garden. When is there time
for awe or wonder? As we grow older there are so many responsibilities.

I wish sometimes I could travel in time to that brief little moment when
man was right with God and all was well in the garden.

There is another garden in the classic childrens’ book The Secret
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. This story has been a favorite of
filmmakers over the years, and has been made into various film, TV, and
animated adaptations. In 1993, the Polish female director Agnieszka
Holland made her own film version of the story. It touches on loss and

rejection and how all the characters are transformed ,
Continued on page 15
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Doing What'’s Important

One of the undeniable facts of life is
that God created man to produce. In
fact, nature itself is productive. From
the time he told Adam and Eve to “be
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth” until Jesus cursed the fig tree
without fruit, God’s expectation is un-
mistakable. From God’s perspective, he
seems to have given us what we need
and then left us free to become profit-
able servants. But freedom means we
can choose to be unprofitable.

An infamous example of an unprof-
itable servant is the man who buried
the money deposited with him by the
future King. The Prince left money
with several servants and upon return-
ing as King demanded an accounting.
What had each produced with what
he had been given? Those who had
invested well received rich compensa-
tion, while the one that had done
nothing lost even the deposit.

While it’s understandable that Jesus
would be disappointed with the man
that hid his gift, he isn’t just disap-
pointed. Jesus calls him wicked. “Out
of thine own mouth will I judge thee,
thou wicked servant.” (Luk 19:22)
Then he commanded the pound be
taken from the unprofitable servant
and given to the one with ten pounds.
Now this is the stuff class envy is made
of. The onlookers are flabbergasted:
“And they said unto him, Lord, he hath
ten pounds.”
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An evangelical
Christian I was talk-
ing with recently

was a little perplexed Jim O'Brien
over such a strong ~ Ohio

. jimobri@gmail.com
judgment on a seem-

ingly understandable

shortcoming. After all, it seemed to
him that the Prince had lost nothing.
His property was returned to him.

“Have you invested in a retirement
plan?” I asked.

“Yes,” he answered.

So I asked him “When you retire, if
your investment has made no profit
and you receive no more than you paid
in, would you call the investment man-
ager wicked?” His eyebrows rose, “I
would indeed” he said. So I continued,
“Do you monitor your stock portfolio
and move investments from unprofit-
able stocks to profitable ones?”

Jesus has invested something with
every Christian. He is telling us what
he expects when he returns. “For I say
unto you, That unto every one which
hath shall be given; and from him that
hath not, even that he hath shall be
taken away from him.” (Luk 19:24-26)

It should be clear that God is pro-
ducing a spiritual product in us, just
as he produces fruit in every plant he
created. If there is no fruit, the plant
has a problem.

But no man is without obstacles in
his quest to grow. The question every
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bring peace and happiness to all the
world.

So, if you like to sew and are interested
in becoming involved, check the website
for a chapter near you. If there is not
a chapter in your community, call the

contact closest to you or contact Barbara
Neher or myself for more information.
Website: www.imvo.org “Championing
the immediate needs of the displaced
child.”

Date Event
5/25-28
6/24-7/1  CEM Summer Camp
7/3-8 Camp Outreach, IN

-

2007 Events Overview—Mark Your Calendar!

Pentecost/Memorial Day Weekend =~ CEM

See ads in this issue and future issues of Faith Networks for more details.

~

Sponsor

CEM
Common Ground C.M.
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Faith Networks is a voluntary effort
by a group of individuals interested
in promoting cooperation among

the Churches of God and encourag-
ing healthy relationships both within
congregations and between them.
Resources have been made available
for the initial stages of Faith Networks
by members of the Church of God
Cincinnati.

Editor:
Jim O’Brien

Associate Editors:
Pam Dewey
Joan Osborn

Page Layout:
Dan Farnsworth
Jenee Zaydon

Peer Review Team:
Guy Swenson
Bill Jacobs
Ron Dart
Wendy Pack
Pam Dewey

Contributors:
Brian Drawbaugh
Jeff Osborn
David Antion
Bill Stough
Scarlett Stough
Lenny Cacchio
Kerby Burton
Ellen Burton
Charlie Graby
Ramona Leiter

Contact Information:
PO. Box 1811
West Chester, OH 45071
jobrien@fuse.net
(513) 755-0040

Donations are greatly appreciated;
checks can be made out to Church of
God, Cincinnati and mailed to the ad-
dress above.

To request the print version, or the
electronic version of Faith Networks,
call 513-755-0040 or send your name
and address to jimobri@gmail.com.

+ What you heard a minister or teacher say
in church or on TV.

+ What you heard in a Christian song or
hymn.

+ What you read on bumper stickers.

+ What you read on posters or plaques in
people's homes.

One of the common statements that shows
up in all these places is “God is Love.” And
one of the songs almost everyone knows
says, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the
Bible tells me so.” But how many plaques and
bumper stickers have you seen that say, “Fear
God”? And how many inspirational songs on
Christian radio have you heard that have the
message, “I should fear God, this I know, for
the Bible tells me s0”? Yet if you start reading
through the Bible, it won't be long before that
is just what you will read. Here are a few pas-
sages with this theme:

Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the
people of the world revere him. (Psa 33:8)

Does this really mean everyone should
fear God? Have you thought only evil
people need to fear Him? Then consider this
passage:

Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those
who fear him lack nothing. (Psa 34:9)

This says saints should fear Him too!
But perhaps you think this is just what the
Old Testament says. Many people are sure
the New Testament says you don’t have to
fear God any longer. But look at this passage
from the New Testament, written by the
Apostle Peter to a Christian Church:

Show proper respect to everyone: Love the
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor
the king.

(I Pet 2:17)

In fact, at the very beginning of the devel-
opment of the Christian Church, right after
Jesus died and was resurrected, here’s what

Faith Networks May, 2007 3
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Have You Found Your Niche?

In December 2005, my husband and
I, being without a home church to at-
tend, decided to visit the local Seventh
Day Adventist church. We thought we
would at least visit with others who are
worshiping on the Sabbath, and it seems
that God directed this action, for it was
that morning that I heard Barbara Neher
speak. She, like me, had been searching
for, and asking God for, a way that she
could be of service to others on an ongo-
ing basis. She became discouraged after
holding a women’s Bible study in her
home, and having people come for about
a year, without much result. Then this
new idea presented itself, and with the
help of her husband, daughter, grand-
daughter, and two other women in the
community, what began in her living
room has expanded into a nation-wide
and international organization, county
by county, state by state, country by
country.

“It’s My Very Own: Bags of Love”
(www.imvo.org) began as Barbara’s
response to hearing a late evening news
report on the local TV station regarding
a drug raid where the
parents were arrested
for methamphetamine
production (meth lab)
in their home. Their
children were removed
by the state child protec-
tive services agency to
be placed in foster care.
The cries of the chil-
dren, taken from their
home and parents, was
heart-wrenching. It was
this news report, and
Barbara’s response to it,
that gave birth to “It’s
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My Very Own: Bags of Love.” Through
Child Protective Services, “It’'s My Very
Own” provides a hand-sewn duffel bag
full of special gifts to each displaced
child. The bag contains a handmade
comforter quilt, teddy bear or similar
large plush animal, several age-related
toys, and toiletries (soap, shampoo, lo-
tion, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant,
and hairbrush or comb).

The objectives are to provide these
displaced children with 1) something
tangible, hand-made with love and care,
that they can call their own to keep with
them, to comfort them, 2) toys to help
fill the time, and keep their minds oc-
cupied, and 3) toiletries to replace their
immediate loss and to aid them through
the adjustment of their changing home
environment. Child Protective Services
agents report that the “bags of love”
assist them in the transfer process of
moving the children from their natural
home and parents to that of their foster
parents. For the children it is a frighten-
ing and emotionally-charged experience.
In the cases of drug production, children

fuzzy feeling. A mother can love her little
baby, and sometimes that love does lead
to a warm, fuzzy feeling. But at 3:00 AM
when the baby is crying and waking the
mother up, those warm, fuzzy feelings

are usually nowhere to be found! Did the
mother quit loving the baby? Of course
not! The real love the mother has is not a
pleasant emotional feeling of the moment.
True love is:

1. A commitment to another individual.

2. A conscious desire to want the best for
that individual.

3. A willingness to sacrifice personal de-
sires and personal convenience to serve
that individual’s needs.

The Bible says of God: Let those who fear
the LORD say: “His love endures forever.”
(Psa 118:4) And God proves that love by
His actions: For God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send His son
into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. (Joh 3:16)

God was:

1. Committed to all mankind.

2. Had a conscious desire to want the best
for all mankind.

3. Therefore He was willing to sacrifice His
only Son to save mankind.
That is Godly love. And it is the kind
of love He wants us to have for Him and
for others.

Godly Fear in the New Testament

There is a word in Greek that is usu-
ally translated “fear” in the King James
Version of the New Testament. But the
NIV translators understood that modern
readers might mistake the kind of fear that
is meant when it refers to God, so they
often used the word reverence to translate
this word. The word reverence in the pas-
sages below is speaking of the same kind
of fear that the book of Proverbs talked so
much about: Submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ. (Eph 5:21) Since you
call on a Father who judges each man’s work
impartially, live your lives as strangers here
in reverent fear. (I Pet 1:17) Since we have
these promises, dear friends, let us purify
ourselves from everything that contaminates
body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of
reverence for God. (II Cor 7:1)

If you have the proper fear of God, and
you are convinced of His love, you will
take the Bible seriously. When you read
about something God commands, you will
know He commands it in love. But you
will also know that command is backed
up with His authority. You will make wise
decisions on obeying God, because you
will be convinced He has given His com-
mandments for your good.

Yes, God is a loving God who wants
you to fear Him and love Him at the same
time!

Let those who fear the LORD say: His
love endures forever. (Psa 118:4)

‘ Christian Educational Ministries
. New Evangelistic Tool: Bible Study Books for Home, Church, Community

An ongoing series of ten lesson books, beginning with The Breakout,
based on the Christian Origins series by Ronald L. Dart.

For more information call 1-888-BIBLE 44 or go to
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Introductory note from Faith Networks writer Horst Obermeit

My cousin Rick and his wife Mary Obermite (spelled differently from my last name) are in South
Korea, along with their four children. She currently teaches for DoDDS, the Department of
Defense Dependents Schools. Mary, who is Catholic, periodically writes article-length accounts of
their travels and experiences and sends those to family and friends. Anthony (15) is her oldest son
and was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease in December, 2006. We pray for God’s intervention
and healing. She has written us several times to update us on Anthony’s condition and treatment
as well as her emotional and spiritual wrestlings with such a trial. Her latest report touched my
heart and my spirit as she conveyed her struggles, her faith, and her relationship with God while
hoping and praying for Anthony’s healing. I think her eloquence conveys her spiritual gifts in a
way all of us can understand no matter what our religious affiliation. I thought her article should
be shared with FN readers, so I asked her permission to submit it for publishing here. Thope it

touches you as it did me.

Just Whisper

Advice is an easy thing to give and not
so easy to take, so I have learned. Lately
the cost of the lesson has been somewhat
more extreme than usual, and for a
cheapskate, not so easy to bear. After
all, I am the one whose children haven’t
had a paid haircut in years, not because I
am in any way a beautician, but because
if you assume a haircut a month times 4
kiddos, times 12 months, times $8.00 a
pop, well, it gets expensive even for this
non-mathematical mind. That’s a lot
of cappuccinos, not that I pay for those
either. Rick does a lovely job with Italian
coffee and hopefully we will be back in
Europe before we run out of coffee bricks.

In any case, one thing a parent of a
child with cancer does NOT run short of
is advice. Some of it is quite good, while
other tidbits are admittedly tedious.
Single people without children are with-
out a doubt the worst, even though they
are frequently well-intentioned. How
they can be anything but sure of the de-
cades of research I have done—crammed
into the last 7 weeks or so, and the fear
that lies behind every decision, I do not
know. Whatever fear they feel, from the

outside looking in,

is mere shadow at
noontime compared
to mine. Cancer trig-
gers every over-protec-
tive and paranoid bone
in my body. No one’s fear is equal to
mine and no one’s responsibility is equal
to what powers every decision I have
made in the last few months. Believe
me, | am aware, and I second guess my
second guesses that are second guesses in
themselves. Okay, they are usually well-
thought out conclusions, but evaluation
is a continuing process, not completed.

Other parents of cancer kids are the
best at illuminating possible options,
realizing that advice is best served in
very tiny demitasse cups, with the best of
filtered water and only a small amount
of sugar. Doctors are very useful, but I
usually need about 12 hours of internet
research to precede or to follow the 10
minutes of advice they give.

Dr. Henderson gave us good advice,
along with the medical stuff. “Stay as
close to the normal schedule as possible.”
“Don’t pull him out of Honors classes.

Mary Obermite
Korea

and that you bring to your house the poor
who are cast out, when you see the naked
that you cover him, and not hide yourself
from your own flesh?” (Verses 6-7). Or,
as Congress said, “Learn how to do better
in our everyday activities.”

Now here is the surprising thing. That
Congressional resolution that got it right
is probably one you never knew about,
and because you never knew about it,
you probably didn’t do anything about
it. That resolution set aside as a national
day of prayer and fasting March 17, 2003!
Looking back over the last four years, we
can see that the day failed its intended
purpose, and that’s a shame because the
resolution had it right. “The fault,” as
Shakespeare once put in the mouth of
Cassius, “is not in our stars, but in our-
selves.”

History does not tell us if out forefa-
thers kept the fasts that their leaders had

called, but it is evident that the events
that followed more often than not were
less than desirable. I would submit that it
is not too late to fast in conformity with
the call of the Congress of four years ago,
but more important than that, to get our
lives and hearts to conform with the call
of Isaiah, to care more about the healing
of others and their release from bondage
than our own ability to practice religious
ritual.

Nevertheless, fasting is surely scriptural
when practiced for scriptural reasons, and
for that cause a number of people in our
church have committed to a day of fasting
on May 5, 2007, for the reasons outlined
in the Congressional resolution of March
2003. We would hope that others will join
us. If you wish to do so, please let us hear
from you. You can email me at 1_cac-
chio@yahoo.com.

SN N

Lk N m N
CEM Memorial Day

A Family Weekend

ﬁ( Date: May 25-28, 2007 (Pentecost Weekend)

Location: Paris Landing State Park; Buchanan, TN
For Reservations, call: 1-800-250-8614, CEM Group Number 3078
For more information, call: - Skip Martin at 870-A26-3624

k Activities include seminarg, youth classes and Church Services
in addition to food and fellowship.

Enjoy a concert on beautiful Kentucky Lake.

A
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