2007 Events Overview—Mark Your Calendar!

Date Event
3/9-11 East Texas Women’s Conference

4/7-9  Feast of Unleavened Bread Weekend

4/20-21 Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi, Ph.D.
TBA Marriage Retreat

Sponsor

Big Sandy COG

Regional Event

Knoxville SDCA and BSM
Cincinnati/Lexington COG

5/25-28 Pentecost/Memorial Day Family Weekend CEM

6/24-7/1 CEM Summer Camp
7/3-8  Camp Outreach, IN

CEM
Common Ground C.M.

See ads in this issue of Faith Networks and future issues for more details.
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The Bar Mitzvah

We were privileged one Sabbath
morning to attend a bar mitzvah,
and the word I must use to describe
it is “impressive.” A thirteen-year-
old young man conducted half the
service, which included leading the
song service and scripture readings,
and several explanations of various
passages of the Torah from the
viewpoint of a thirteen year-old.

One passage he felt compelled to
explain speaks of sacrifices for sins,
and he was bold enough to say that
he disagreed with God about animal
sacrifices. “The animal didn’t do
anything wrong. Why should the
animal have to suffer for a sin that a
person commits?”

Which, of course, is precisely the
point. Sin hurts innocent parties.

None of us lives in a vacuum. My
lies or my thefts or my adulteries
coarsen the culture, weaken
relationships, increase taxes, destroy
trust, break homes, and ruin children’s
lives. The innocent suffer when sin
is involved.

Yet there is much more to the
death of an innocent animal than
that simple lesson. The Passover
lamb was brought into the home on
the tenth day of the first month. It
became a part of the family. The
children grew attached to it as
they would any pet. And on the
fourteenth this little lamb, this

:
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innocent creature
that became a part
of the family, was N
slaughtered and Le'mfjjﬁh“’
eaten. (Exo 12) cacchio01@aol.com
We Christians, of course, see in
this the sacrifice of our Redeemer.
Ultimately, He that was totally
innocent and totally lovable had to
suffer and die for the sins that others
committed. God was teaching Israel
that lesson through the blood of bulls
and goats, and through the blood of an
innocent lamb. All of mankind needs
a Redeemer, and it was to Jesus Christ
Himself that these sacrifices pointed.
It is good that this young Jewish
boy understands God well enough
to know that he could disagree with
Him and not be condemned. Moses
disagreed with God, and Israel was
spared because of it. (Exo 32) The
boy said he was glad that God no
longer requires animal sacrifices. 'm
glad too.



6L £00T 'YdIeW SHIOMISN Yieq

4 )
1192 T10S-LT8-(L1¥) 2WoY Z0¥1-6€T-(L1¥)
JPUIAINIUD @sTuuapaAnisod  9)3dUIR[ O(] STUUI(] :JOBIUOD)
‘gnapeysuridg/wod fenod mmm 23s ‘suoroee ppysduridg paysadsSns
pue sarydeadoiq 1oyeads ‘sdewr Surpnour uonULIOJUT PI[TRIIP JIOUWT 10]

'66°65$ JO el dnoid paonpai o) UreIqo 03  pox) Jo YoInyD, Y} UONUIN

"UIYSUNG PUE UOJSUIL) JO ISUIOD Y} UO DI} JO YINOS

ST G*F ST JUAD ST Sumysoy 1yySrduweT oy, “FH-1 Jjo Isnl £310 21 Jo IpIs yjI0U

oy uo st 1ydidure] YIH IO Y.L Py 2U0IsUd[D) uo are 104 pue ‘pyduridg
Ul SUOIjed0] sayrng pue uuy 1aySijdure] O I, 2Te 21973 Jey) )ou Ised[q

G/TL-6%£-008-1 U0y "LNOSSIA ‘peysuridg Quoisus[) § 741
Jwod°y3s-1ayySrydurer mmm//:d1y ‘saymg x uuy 1aydrydwe proyduridg

“JUBINE)SIT
AqIeau e Je youN[ Jed1) YOINP, B YIIM IPN[OUOD [[IM SINIAIOR JO PUINIIM ],
‘uerig Aq 98esSoUI PaInyed) Ay} YIm 01a19s drysiom
© AQ PaOMO][0F 2q [[IM JRUTWIIS JY ], "PUB[IRY ], UT ITIsu] £0e39T YIIm Sunyiom
1894 )sed o) Juads aARY STPIWS Y}— ISLIYD) 10J SAINJUIAPY UBRISY, I JO
$a110)s Surreys g arueyds)g pue ueLrg Aq JeUTWdS € YIIM UISaq [[Im pealg
PaudALIU) JO ISBI] 3} JO ABP ISB[ 9] JO 2OULBAIISQO S SUTULIOW ABPUOIN
‘suonoenie ppY3uLids U0 UONBULIOJUT 210W 10J MO[2q YUI|
311SqaM JURAY Y] 23S "WINLIENDO07Z AJI[PIM JO SISPUOA Y3 ST P[IOA 100PINQ 01
I00P JX9U JY3Y ‘SIULINEISII PUB ‘Sopedre ‘sofuel [03s1d pue AIaydIe SIIQIUXD AL
‘sewre1o1p JIpim Arjenb-wrnasnw ‘syjejrajem 1ooput ‘swunirenbe 1oyemysayy pue
I91eM J[BS SaIned) Jey) 2103s-1adns onuesi3 plIop) 10o0pInQ o01J sseq snomnqej
o) Surpnpur—aitow yonw o) sdoys 1313 anbrun pue ‘sutoAed ‘SIS [BILI0ISTY
‘5007 ‘Strnasnuu wodj ‘edre pysuridg oy ur suonosenie 3y} a10[dxa 03 sdnoid
PUE ‘SAI[TUIR] ‘S[ENPIAIPUT 10§ 931J o[ SuIaq oI JUTUIAI pUB UOOUIdYE Aepung
duIe(9(
STUUI(] JOJBUIPIOOD JUIAD Aq 9FBSSIU PaINILa] ) YIIM 1AIs drysiom e £q
PAMO[0] ‘INTV 0€:0T I® Ured £4q JRUTWS I9IOUL dINJBSJ [[ImM SuruIow Lepung
‘INd 01-Z WOIJ IXTW SUTU2AS ABPINIES B IIM dNUNUOD [[IM
orsnuw pue ‘soures ‘drysmof[ey ‘unyg ‘uoaypuny yonjjod e uay) pue 4omad 281095
£q 93essaur paInjed) o) YIM ‘MOJ[O] [[IM 201AI13s dIYSIOM Y *(SYLOMIAN Y11D,] 10]
I9)IIM PUE I0JIP BID0SSY) Aomd(T wred 1ayeads sarusiuipy sisvQ AqQ Teuruuds
e M / Tady qreqqes uo Y 0¢:0T 18 urSaq A[[eILJo [[Im puayaom ],
"MO[2q $a1e1 SuI3po] [e10ads pue UONLIO] U0 S[TEIIP 395
'sang X uu] 1ayySridure pydurids oyl 1e pay aq [[im SAIANIE [[V L00T Peaid
PAUAABI[U JO 1SBI ) JO PUPam ISB[ Y} U0 p[ayduridg ur unjy pue ‘uonesidsur
‘uoneonpa ‘drysiom ‘drysmo[dj Jo sep 2211} jo 11ed 9q 03 PajIAuT A€ NOK

YZNVDVYAVEILXE] @NEMEEINN
pDalg pauaADpajuf Jo 3spa

% IHNOSSIN ‘a131d9N1ddS y

‘peatfe pafnd A9y [nun 21008
10§ 2102s pUB[3UF MIN] PIYDILW U INq
Qured oy} a1} A[UO 10U 0} PUIYIq WOI]
papaeq Loy, *pip Loy puy ‘uejd swed
131)9q B UNI 0] PIUTULIIP WEI) B SEM I]
‘pIeMIJe P[OY ) YOO UTed) JUIIIP ©
Inq ‘Ow J[ey 18 WOOI I3D0] Y} Ul pres
SEM JEYM MO ) UOP ] “urede uajeaq aq
pInom A3 J1 Se pax[0o[ 1] '910J2q P[oY
stjodeuerpuy 9y} UO WAL} Ud2)eaq Pey
‘syorned pue[dug maN 2y} ‘Surde(d arom
A3y wrea) ay [, "awin Jey Je 9-1¢ umop
a19M $1]0)) a3 ([moqiadng 3y 0) 08
PInoMm urea) a3 J1 SUTULIAP 0] dwres
o) awed drysuordureyd DIy oY) UJ
‘sherd
13)32q 10} Sunjoo] ‘sue[d aures JUIIYIP
SUISSNOSI(J *SUOT}I91I0D ISINOD Funfewd
PUE dpBUI SMBISTU 1B FUIYOO] dIoM
s1ake[d pue yoeod a1y
UrL)I9d 9q UBD NOJ "MOI
© UI 9WIBD S3SSO] INOJ
UQY T, 'SUIM UTU M
Aoanisod Jno pajrels
| UOSeas Iy, ‘[mog
1adng a1} 10§ urpeay

Jouspipulogsoel
eURIpU]
ulogsQ ueof

£00T ‘YoIeN SYIOMPN yle4 ¢

are s3[0D) stjodeuerpu] 9y dNIe

STU) SUNLIM WE | SV "$3SSO pue

SUIM JO pIed 9100s [emLids Jo
ad£) e st wOnIRUTUIEXD ST T,

. (ADIN 6T-8T:11 10D 1)
\‘ Apoq s,p107 a1y SuruLaostp

\ Jou Jjasuiry o1 JuawSpnl
N \ SYULLP pUv S1pa LUUDLU
A Ayriomun up ui syutip puv
s1va oym ay 4oJ “dno oy
Jo yurip puv pvaiq ayj o
1v2 w1y 1a] 0s puv Yjasuity
QUIUDXD UL b 12] INg
YD
STIS3[ 0] SPBU JUIUNTWITIOD
o) SUIMAUDI 218 OM UdYM dWIT)
IaA0Ssed A1) 18 an1) A[[erdadsa st sIy ],
“19]0BIBYD UMO INO JUIWEXD A[[eNUNUO0D
03 st Ajpiqisuodsar uensuy) jo 1ed ing
“19)0BIRYD AIRIIUO0D JO SY[O] JO S10] 3] 01
WIA9S DI} PUL ‘SALP IS} UOTJRUTUIEXD
-J[os uo 31q 00} J USIT P[IOM Y,

~—

 SIA[ISIN0 IUILUDXD
PUD SpAvMUL UIN] PINOYS IM 4210D4DYD
Auv131100 v o uaLL 935 9M UIYM

1) 91 $208 3] “Suryoeoadde
Appornb st je1) UOSEIS TaA0SSB A1)
03 sure}rad pue sim £19A sem £es 0}
pey A[[ea1 snpnjuol) Surylawos ng
09 6L7—Dd 1SS WOIJ PIAT] 0Oym
1oydosoqiyd asaury) e ‘snonjuo))
JO WOPSIM [B21 9} J Usem Surreys
OIOM OM JRUM PUE ‘SPIY 919M M
“JuswIow ) Jo aseayd mou dwWos
0 U0 JUIM oM 210Joq TedA JOODS A[0YM
® pajse[ 31 Inq ‘ol SIy) pajIe)s oym aIns
jou we | umop s[[ej [ood eueueq uo
sda)s oym oy, 1] 2o1ApE JO 2031d SURUL
JWOS Ppe P[NOM oM SINOD JO ./ * " Aes
snNJuo)), Inoqe ol Suruuni e pey am
[ootos Arejyuawdd ur ode Suof ‘Suo

wed] ||[eqioo4 e pue snidNjuo)



CAMP GUTREACH

Save the Date!

T Trrrrrrrrir

If you’re a young adult or teen and would enjoy spending time
with others who share your beliefs while serving people in

need, you'd be a perfect candidate for Camp Outreach 2007.

Plainfield, Indiana: July 3-8, 2007
The Plainfield Camp has been scheduled over the July 4th holi-
day, to minimize time away from work. You’ll gather Tuesday
evening, July 3 for three days of hard work and real satisfaction
of a job well done. Stay for a stimulating Sabbath Service and
Potluck with the widows you’ve helped. Daily discussions and
Bible Studies will focus on what God expects of us as Christians. In free time,

there will be fireworks, fellowship and food!

Lincoln, California: July 22-29, 2007

The Lincoln Camp offers a similar schedule
in a week-long format, for those with more

time available.

For Applications and Information
Contact Guy or Jennifer Swenson at 317-707-5029 or

by email: jswenson@7words.com.

Faith Networks is a voluntary effort
by a group of individuals interested
in promoting cooperation among

the Churches of God and encourag-
ing healthy relationships both within
congregations and between them.
Resources have been made available
for the initial stages of Faith Networks
by members of the Church of God
Cincinnati.

Editor:
Jim O’Brien

Associate Editors:
Pam Dewey
Joan Osborn

Page Layout:
Dan Farnsworth
Jenee Zaydon

Peer Review Team:
Guy Swenson
Bill Jacobs
Ron Dart
Wendy Pack
Pam Dewey

Contributors:
Brian Drawbaugh
Jeff Osborn
David Antion
Bill Stough
Scarlett Stough
Lenny Cacchio
Kerby Burton
Ellen Burton
Charlie Graby
Ramona Leiter

Contact Information:
PO. Box 1811
West Chester, OH 45071
jobrien@fuse.net
(513) 755-0040

Donations are greatly appreciated;
checks can be made out to Church of
God, Cincinnati and mailed to the ad-
dress above.

To request the print version, or the
electronic version of Faith Networks,
call 513-755-0040 or send your name
and address to jobrien@fuse.net.

In the final seconds of the game the
score was Indianapolis 38 and New
England 34. New England had the ball
and was beginning a drive down the field.
Another score would win the Patriots
the game. Indianapolis would not go to
the Superbowl. On the next pass play
Indianapolis intercepted the ball and
assured their trip into football history. For
the first time in 36 years the Colts were
going to the Superbowl.

The Colts found a way to examine what
was going on and make course corrections.
They began to plug some holes in the
defense. They moved forward offensively.

What does football have to do with
being a Christian? Paul said it best: “For if
we would judge ourselves, we would not be
judged.” (I Cor 11:31)

Our life plan, like the Indianapolis game
plan, needs to include self-examination. Are
we making the right plays, the right choices?
We need to check for weak areas of our
lives, places where temptation might lead
to sin. We need to pray for God to help us
be strong in those areas. Our plan needs to
include course correction. We must repent
of any sin that we have committed, moving
to make peace in our lives with God,
ourselves, and our fellow man.

We should always be asking ourselves
questions: How can I do that better? What
do I need to change? We should be asking
God to help us make those changes.

The purpose of self-examination is not
to beat ourselves up. We are all human and
subject to the flesh. (Rom 7:14-25) The
purpose is to make sure we are following the
path Jesus set for us and that our lives are a
reflection of his glory.

Confucius had good advice. Make sure
you aren’t mirroring a bad example. Also,
check yourself for holes in your defense or
any sloppy plays in your offense. Satan is
likened to a roaring lion who would like
nothing better than our defeat. Reflect, go
forward, and win!

Faith Networks March, 2007 3
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CEM Memorial Day/Pentecost
Family Retreat

Christian Educational Ministries (CEM) started this annual event three years
ago with its first ever Memorial Day Family Retreat. The purpose of the retreat is to
allow likeminded Christians the opportunity to have a “Mini-Feast of Tabernacles”
each spring, with spiritual growth, fun, and fellowship for the whole family as the
focus. This year’s retreat will have a slightly different format since it will be Pentecost
Weekend. However, it will be a great weekend with seminars, YEA classes, two church
services, a cookout, a pie and ice cream social, a scavenger hunt, a “Bible Times
Bazaar,” and other fun activities, with an emphasis on activities and education for the
youth. We will again be at beautiful Paris Landing State Park, located on the banks
of Kentucky Lake in Tennessee (about 30 miles from Clarksville, TN). The Paris
Landing Inn has a fine restaurant on the first floor. They will serve a beef or turkey
substitute on their buffet each morning. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner are served every
day. Paris Landing State Park is very popular, so make your reservations as soon as
possible. Affordable rooms are only $75 per night. But it gets better. If we use at least
50 rooms, the price goes down to about $68. Each room has two double beds, a small
balcony, and a great view. For Reservations, Call: 1-800-250-8614, and mention the
CEM Group Number 3078.

Park Website: http://tennessee.gov/environment/parks/ParisLanding/

Below is the current tentative schedule, which is subject to change.

Friday Eve, May 25 Welcome gathering, sandwiches and finger food
at the Hospitality Room

Saturday, May 26~ Seminars:

YEA Classes:

Sabbath Service:

Pie & Ice Cream Social

9:00-10:00 AM, 10:00-11:00
10:00-11:00 AM

2:00 PM

7:30 PM

Sunday, May 27 Seminars: 9:00-10:00 AM, 10:00-11:00
YEA Classes: 10:00-11:00
Worship Service: 11:30
Bible Times Fair 2:00 PM
Cookout 5:00 PM
Family Dance 8:00 PM

Monday, May 28 9:00-10:00 AM
10:00-11:00 AM

11:30 AM

Seminars:
Brainstorming Session

Farewell by Ron Dart

For more information, contact Linda Benton at the CEM office 1-888-BIBLE-44
or Isbtexas@cemnetwork.com, or Skip Martin smartin400@sbcglobal.net. Updated
information will be added periodically to CEM’s Born to Win website at http://www.
borntowin.net/newsite/Events/MemorialDay.aspx.
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brother of the owner of the cabin. This
past summer we had the opportunity
to stay at the cabin again. And again

I marveled at the incredible book
collection, and relished the opportunity
to read through more of it. After our
stay, I wrote to the gentleman to thank
him for sharing the books with cottage
visitors, and to mention that I had a
passion for movies like he did. A couple
of weeks later, he called me and we
talked for about a half hour about how
much we enjoyed movies and reading
about them. For me it is a major hobby.
For him, it has been an escape for many
years—to escape the loss of a parent in
his youth and to escape the pain of his
disability. I have never met this man

in person, and there is a difference of
several decades in age between us. But
that did not matter, because we had
something in common.

For you, your primary interest may
be something else—sports, hunting,
scrap-booking, sailing, computers,
gardening, Star Wars, music, your job.
God does sometimes calls us to step out
of our comfort zones and reach out in

areas we are unfamiliar with. But even
more-so, [ believe God wants us to use

STAR WARS

— NOYI8
| “756PM
681373

our interests as a way of connecting and
ministering to others with whom we
already have something in common. In
other words be a light, a living testimony
to your hunting buddies, the ladies at the
scrapbook gathering, the other Star Wars
or computer “geeks.”

I will continue to share movies with
you because that is what I know. I have
tried to learn about and watch films from
the silent era until the present—because
I enjoy them, and because it gives me the
widest variety of people I can connect
with.

I hope I have made some small
connection with you in this column. And
I hope maybe I have introduced a film
to you that you had not seen before and
decided to watch; or that I helped you to
see a familiar favorite in a new light. And
most of all T hope that the films I have
written about will help vou connect with
others and with God.

L(}%;/\%(ﬁoﬂ 4 /4’ 4}[/1/1[/% o//f 71/54//1/.

—Mark Twain
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Despair or Life—It’s Your Choice

His body language said more than his
words. He turned from the television
camera; his shoulders slumped; and his
eyes turned down. Every nuance spoke of
defeat and despair. He had lived in fear
all of his life. Terror continued to be an
everyday fact of life. He didn’t dare dream
of freedom, peace, and safety.

“Nothing’s going to help us anyway,” said
the Middle Eastern man to the interviewer.
Let’s put politics aside as we consider
his misery multiplied many times over

throughout the world. Some people
blame God. Others think this is proof
that no God exists. Some argue that
religion is the biggest cause of war and
conflict. Some believe reasonable men
can legislate or democratize an end to
the bloodshed. Others wait for Jesus to
return with a heavenly army to force
nations into peaceful co-existence.

In the meantime, the hatred and
warfare go on and on and on. Do we
hang our heads in despair and echo
the words: “Nothing’s going to help us,
anyway?”

Jesus said, “I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.” (Joh 10:10
NIV) How can a man who lived over 2000
years ago give you life to the full today? A
mere man who lived and died cannot give
anyone life. Is Jesus able to carry out this
amazing promise? People down through
the ages have staked their lives on it. They
made a choice to believe the eyewitnesses
to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

One of his disciples, the Apostle John,
said, “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of men.” (Joh 1:1-4)
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John continued,

“The Word became

flesh and made his :

dwelling among us. We Scarlett Stough
Missouri

have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. John testifies concerning
him.” He identifies the Word as Jesus
Christ in verse 17.

After Jesus’ resurrection, “a week later
his disciples were in the house again,
and Thomas [one of the twelve apostles]
was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
into my side. Stop doubting and believe’
Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my
God!’ Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” (Joh 20:26-29)

God inspired John to write, “Jesus
did many other miraculous signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are
not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.”
(Joh 20:30-31)

The life Jesus offers is not without
troubles. (Joh 16:33) But life in Christ
includes strength to meet trouble with love,
hope, faith, and joy. (Joh 17:3; 16:22-24)

Listen to the words of Jesus, of his
disciples, John and Thomas, and others
who testify to the reality of the authority
of Jesus the Christ to give you life and
hope. “Stop doubting and believe.”
Believe that Jesus is the Christ so that you
may have life through his authority to
give it to you. Don’t settle for despair.

skstough@yhti.net

We can break with tradition when we
must, but why do it when it is uncalled
for, and without any firm ground to
stand on?

Can we discuss calendar matters?
Shouldn’t “Iron sharpen Iron” on this
topic as well as any other? Sure. And a
venue like the CEM & Friends Forum is
a good place to do it, because there are
knowledgeable people there who can
knock off a few sparks on their own. But
while we are making sparks we need to
leave the churches alone. Nothing should
be changed until the community has
had a chance to speak. And the broader
community should be heard from as well
as your own little flock.

This is what Paul is driving at when he
contrasts the covenant of Mount Sinai
with the Christian covenant. We have not
stood at the foot of that mountain where
the presence of God set the mountain on
fire. Rather, in Paul’s words:

But ye are come unto mount Sion,
and unto the city of the living God,

the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels, To

the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect, and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks
better than the blood of Abel. (Heb
12:22-28)

I take this to mean that we are in
covenant, not only with our local church,
but with the “universal companionship”
of the entire church, living and dead. It
seems to me that we should work harder
at maintaining the covenant we all have
with one another in Christ, and not
unnecessarily isolate ourselves in smaller
and smaller conclaves. Sometimes,
standing up for “what is right” in
serious matters of faith may leave you
standing alone for a time. But that is not
a position anyone should desire, and we
should strive to avoid it at all times.

CEM Memorial Day
Family Weekend

Date: May 25-28, 2007 (Pentecost Weekend)

Location: Paris Landing State Park; Buchanan, TN

For Reservations, call: 1-800-250-8614, CEM Group Number 3078

For more information, call: - Skip Martin at 870-926-3624

Activities include seminarg, youth classes and Church Services

in addition to food and fellowship.

Enjoy a concert on beautiful Kentucky Lake.
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The Simple Law

Life can get complicated. I stopped
in a coffee shop a few days ago to find
a table in the corner to write an article.
The young woman serving coffee saw my
Bible and started a conversation about
her fear of world conditions.

Her father had been a minister in a
major denomination. She had grown up
with strong religious values. Then the
church went through a chaotic time, her
parents divorced, and her faith wavered.
She joined the army looking for a way
to pay for college. She took a desirable
assignment in Europe but became
homesick wearing a uniform that
was less than appreciated in a foreign
country.

Then 9-11
happened. She
finished her tour
of duty, came
home, and began
dating a young
man with a child
from a previous
relationship. She
moved in without benefit of marriage.
Now she is living with a man that is
not her husband, embroiled in a bitter
custody dispute over a child that is not
her own. Her life is upside down and
shows no signs of improving. She has
lost her faith, her church, her country,
her father, and herself. The foundation
stones have crumbled.

Just a few years ago she was an
intelligent teenager with faith and hope.
Less than a decade later she can’t find
her way back to a sane world. How
could someone who started with such
promise reach such a stage of confusion?
We talked for some time about the basic
values of life.
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“...And what does the
Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and

to walk humbly with your
God.” (Mic 6:79

Winston Churchill
once said, “All things i
are simple, and many A 4
can be expressed in Jim O'Brien
single words: freedom, ~ Ohio
L jobrien@fuse.net
justice, honor, duty,
mercy, hope.”

He is correct. The Apostle Paul
distilled it to three words—faith, hope,
and love. Some scholars contend that
the tablets of stone given to Moses
contained only 10 words. They were
icons expressing fundamental principles
of life.

How different from our country which
has over 300 million laws on the books
at various levels.
The federal tax
code alone covers
over 17,000 pages.
Federal business
codes take up more
than 75,000 pages.
And that doesn’t
include the 75,000
pages of laws in the
Federal Registry delegated to agencies
such as the EPA. Martha Stewart was
convicted of lying to federal investigators
about a crime for which she was never
charged. Prosecutors did not charge her
with insider trading because they realized
the law was so complicated most jurors
would never understand it.

And those are just federal laws. State
and local laws, some dating back to the
18" century, make it impossible for
you to go one day without breaking
some laws somewhere. In Ohio it’s still
against the law for women to wear patent
leather shoes in public. The Ohio Drivers
Manual states that you must honk your
horn when passing another motorist.

=4

How much pretentiousness and
covering up of “the real Sophia” is
demonstrated by such an act? How much
of a mask was Sophia wearing because
“she had an image to protect”? Is there
something we can learn from this?

A young child is what she is—not
something else. She wants to play, wants
to eat, wants to go on the swing and
the slide. A young child is aboveboard,
guileless, undisguised, and candid. There

humans by God. It is just a small part of
what he is like. We, too, need to become
childlike before our Father in heaven

for he loves us, cares, and cherishes us
too. It is not valid to feel beaten down
and needing to prove to God that we are
trying to “qualify for the kingdom” and
become worthy. It’s not a matter of being
worthy. It was He who gave us life. It is
He who will give us eternal life. “Fear not
little flock; for it is your Father’s good

is no phony face or
faking it to appear to be
something else.

Just as Ryan and
Lisa deeply know their
children, so also does
God know us. We should
not try to fake it with
God. He loves openness
with him. Why not tell
your Heavenly Father,
“I feel like I need a hug
today” And when we
pray, never try to be
phony before God to
be “acceptable” to him.

pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” (Luk 12:32
KJV)

So be open with our
Heavenly Father just
as a little child is with
its human parents. We
are all flawed, but he is
on our side. He cares
for us as a parent does.
“He does not treat us
as our sins deserve or
repay us according to
our iniquities. For as
high as the heavens
are above the earth,

We don’t have to be. He
knows us for what we
truly are.

Ryan and Lisa also know Sophia’s
flaws. Do they despise her for that?
No—they care, they love, they cherish,
they protect her. If we are to learn from
children, remember that those parental
desires to love and care are given to

so great is his love for
those who fear him.

As far as the east is from the west, so far
has he removed our transgressions from
us. As a father has compassion on his
children, so the Lord has compassion on
those who fear him; for he knows how
we are formed, he remembers that we are
dust.” (Psa 103:10-14 NIV)

Observe how all things
are continually being born of change...
Whatever is, is in some sense the seed
of what is to emerge from it.

—Marcus Aurelius
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