CAMP GUTREACH

Camp Outreach is an opportunity to get together with other young
adults, teens, and families with a purpose in mind—to help out others
who really need it. Ask anyone who has been part of one of the Camp
Outreach projects, and they’ll tell you it’s hot; it’s hard work; and it
might just be the most fun you've ever had!

The Indiana Camp Outreach. Sponsored by Common Ground
Christian Ministries, this camp will once again be held in Plainfield,
Indiana. This year it’s over the Fourth of July holiday. You'll spend
your days working hard at making repairs on widows’ homes. You’ll eat
well and make the kind of friendships that can only forged by actually
DOING service to widows with others. Evenings will include Bible
Studies, swimming—and what’s the Fourth without FIREWORKS?!

California Camp Outreach. Church of God, A Sabbath Fellowship, in
Olivehurst, California, will also co-host a full week Camp Outreach in
conjunction with Common Ground July 22- 29. Besides repairing homes
for those in need, each eveing will include Bible Study, small groups and
relaxing activities such as swimming and singing around a campfire.

You don’t need to have special skills to participate, but if you're good at

carpentry or painting, we’ll utilize your skills.
Schedules on page 19
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First Things First:

Unless The Lord Shall Build The House

Jesus said, “Abide in me and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. [ am the
vine, you are the branches.

He who abides in me and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without me you can do
nothing.” (John 15:4-5 NKJV)

The words Jesus spoke as his
“farewell message” to his apostles in
John 14-16, and his prayer to his Father
in John 17, give us deep insight into
his heart. But are we really “abiding”
in Christ? Is it possible that some
congregations are building something
that will come to nothing?

A genuine Christian is Christ-like.
Since we all fall short of Christ’s values
it can be confusing to know if we are
truly bearing fruit, can’t it? But what
is our heart like—our deepest desires
and motivations? David did some
horrible things, but the Psalms show us
how David fervently sought after God.
There was something about David’s
heart that God loved. The Psalms show
a deep humility and hunger for God.

A congregation will accomplish
nothing of real worth if it is not
connected to and “abiding in Christ.”
Remember that “except the Lord shall
build the house they labor in vain that
build it.”(Psa 127:1)

A congregation can appear to be
very much alive, just as the church at
Sardis had a reputation for being alive.
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A congregation -
can have many ‘ o
programs, ‘
publications, and Bill Stough
. Missouri
other activities. In bstough@yhti.net

that environment

a member can feel safe and believe he
is spiritually secure. Yet it’s possible
that the individual member and

the congregation as a whole can be
building with wood, hay, and straw,
and all the efforts expended will be
burned up (1Cor 3:12).

What our heart is like determines
whether Christ lives in us individually.
The congregation is either Christ-
like or not depending on whether
the individuals within that church
are Christ-centered or not. This must
be our basis. Attempting to make
congregations more “effective” by
such efforts as cooperation with other
groups, and improving programs and
training based upon “here is what we
are going to do” thinking... can be as
effective in the long run as the efforts
of the builders of the tower of Babel.

How can we know if our
congregations are Christ-centered?

It must start with each of us as
individuals, for that’s how God
originally worked with us and called us,
wasn’t it? When God called you, did you
teel self-satisfied, secure in your church,
and somewhat smug? Or were you
overwhelmed with your smallness, your
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Helping Children Grieve

Several years ago I performed a funeral
for a woman whom I did not know
well. Her adult children were present.
They no longer attended services with
their mother’s congregation, so the
congregation had not seen them in a
long time.

After the service, members from the
congregation and other family members
gathered around those who had lost
their mother to comfort them and pay
respects. As I observed this scene, I saw
off in a corner of the sanctuary a 12 year
old boy sitting alone in the last pew. I
recognized him as the grandson of the
woman who had died. I knew that he
lived with his grandmother rather than
his parents, though I didn’t know why.
He looked devastated.

Adults hate to see children suffering.
It creates incredible anxiety within us,
especially when there isn’t anything
we can do to reduce or eliminate their
suffering. The first thing any adult must
do if they are to help children grieve the
loss of loved ones is to put taking care of
the child ahead of taking care of self. If
we want to help them we have to do it in
spite of our own feelings.

I walked over and sat down beside
this little boy, who recognized me as
the officiating minister, but who didn’t
know me. I sat there beside him for a
while before I spoke. What could I say
that would be helpful? A number of
possibilities came to mind.

Should I say, “It will be alright?” I
wanted to. Seeing him suffer compelled
me to fix his problem. I wanted to make
him happy again. Of course those were my
desires; and if I said, “It will be alright,”
that would be me taking care of myself,
rather than taking care of him. After all, he
lost his grandmother, whom he lived with
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and loved. How is
that alright? Paul said

death is an enemy. Her N ’\
death has left a jagged, N

C Bill Jacobs
raw hole in his heart. New Mexico

No, it is not alright. billrjacobs@comcast.net
Further, if T tell him it
is alright, he might think that something
is wrong with him. He certainly doesn’t
feel alright. How is he to make sense of
the adults telling him it is? He will feel
more alienated and alone.

“You'll get over it,” was another
possibility. If we say that, he might wonder
if getting over it means he has to leave
Grandmother behind. That might make
him feel like he would have to stop loving
her. Job’s term, “miserable comforters,”
came to mind.

How about, “Don’t feel bad. You’ll
see her again.” That’s the truth. But that
offering only points to how much he is
missing her right now.

All the things I could think of were
my own efforts to make us both feel
better. Saying them would have made me
feel better, but I doubt they would have
comforted this grieving child.

We try to fix it, but we can’t. Death is
too strong an enemy. Is there anything
we can do, then, as adults to help
children grieve?

As I sat beside him I said, “It’s really
hard.” He looked at me and nodded as
a tear coursed down his cheek. I put my
arm around him as he experienced the
relief of tears.

When children are grieving the most
helpful thing is to be understood. To
listen when they are ready to talk, to
reflect their feelings to them, helps them
know that some one is with them in their
suffering, and that is comforting. In fact
that is the core of what humans can do to

Faith Networks is a voluntary effort
by a group of individuals interested
in promoting cooperation among

the Churches of God and encourag-
ing healthy relationships both within
congregations and between them.
Resources have been made available
for the initial stages of Faith Networks
by members of the Church of God
Cincinnati.
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The Simple Faith in the
Goodness of God’s Law

A Bible study guide i
written by a famous and §‘
respected theologian
refers to “our inability to {1~
keep God’s law.” Did God §%#
give us commandments ~ *
that we are unable to Pa— Stough
keep? Did he decree curses Missouri
and the death penalty for ~ skstough@yhtinet
law-breaking with full knowledge we could
not obey the letter of the law? Not according
to Moses. God inspired Moses to write:

Now what I am commanding you today
is not too difficult for you or beyond your
reach. It is not up in heaven, so that you
have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven
to get it and proclaim it to us so we may
obey it?” Nor is it beyond the sea, so that
you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to
get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey
it?” No the word is very near you; it is in
your mouth and in your heart so you may
obey it. (Deu 30:11-14 NIV)

One of my friends was paralyzed in an
automobile accident. She is unable to turn
herself over in bed; she is unable to groom
herself, feed herself, or do any mundane
task most of us take for granted. She can be
described as having an inability to do many
things. She wants to do these things for
herself, but she can not. Her inability prevents
her from doing what she wants to do.

Let’s consider the reiteration of the Ten
Commandments found in Deuteronomy
5:6-21.

Is a human mind unable to understand
the concept that there is a living God who
created and sustains all things?

Is a human mind and body unable to stop
itself from bowing down to images of stone?
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It is surprising how humanitarian
the laws were toward foreigners in the
land, especially in light of the exclusivist
attitude among the Jews of the Holy
Land in Jesus’ day.

Having said that, it is evident that the
foreigner was expected to respect the
laws and customs of their host nation
even if they ultimately wished not to be

Advice for Forming a New Congregation

accepted into the congregation of Israel.
This means there was a sort of social
contract. “You will respect our laws and
traditions, and we will treat you with
fairness and respect.”

Immigration may be a hot issue,
especially the illegal kind, but the
principle of mutual respect would take
some of the fire out of the debate.

Larry Watkins
Texas

Larry Watkins is the business manager for Christian Educational Ministries. The
following material, sent out by CEM in answer to inquiries, may be of interest to some

Faith Networks readers.

In view of the numerous questions
concerning how to go about starting a
new church congregation, the following
information is compiled in a question
and answer format. This information is
designed to provide general information
relating to federal tax rules, Internal
Revenue Service procedures, and some
general information on organizational
procedures. It is intended as a reference
guide and should not be relied upon as legal
advice pertaining to state or federal laws.

Additional information can
be obtained by contacting the IRS
and acquiring several different tax
information publications pertaining
to churches. Also, you can contact
the office of the Secretary of State in
your individual state for information
concerning your state laws.

1. Do we have to incorporate in
order to form a church?

No, but some form of written
organizational governance such as
bylaws and the form of operational
governance, i.e., a Board of Trustees or
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a church council, etc., including elected
officers, will be required. It is suggested
that a Church Board have at least three
members, preferably five, unless your
congregation is too small to require a
larger board. Board members should be
elected by a secret ballot of all members,
with the person receiving the most
votes being elected the Chairperson

or President. Other officers, such as
Treasurer and Secretary, can be elected
by the Board. If you do decide to
incorporate, you will need an Articles
of Incorporation document and Bylaws,
but each state’s requirements may be
different. Most states will provide you
with the necessary information free of
charge, or for a slight fee, if you call the
Secretary of State’s office.

2. How do we open a bank
account?

The first thing that must be done
is to decide on a name for your new
church. Then acquire IRS Form SS-4,
Application for Employer Identification
Number, to apply for an identification

thought to make it obedient to Christ.”
(IT Cor 10:5)

Not only do we have responsibility for
controlling our thoughts, we also have
the responsibility to control our actions.
“So I say, live by the Spirit, and you
will not gratify the desires of the sinful
nature.” (Gal 5:16)

We do have a struggle between the
“want-to” of the flesh and the godly
desires placed in us by the Holy
Spirit. We can yield more easily to the
desires of the Holy Spirit by coming to

Questions—Are They The Answer?

Do you realize that we are
constantly asking ourselves
questions? Questions like: What
should I eat for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner? What should I watch on TV
tonight? What should I wear today?
Most of us go through life on
autopilot, never really thinking
about the questions we ask
ourselves, and how they might
affect us. Instead we blindly accept
whatever life seems to throw our
way, and call ourselves failures
when we don’t like the results.
The questions we consistently
ask ourselves determine, to a large
extent, the direction we go in life. This
in turn affects the quality of our lives and
our relationship with God.

So, if your life isn’t everything you
had hoped for, maybe you need to ask
yourself a very important question like:
“What kind of questions do I regularly
ask myself?” Most people are totally
unaware of the constant questioning that
goes on in their minds, and how self-

understand the benefits of obedience
and the harmful consequences of
disobedience. The more love we have
for the instructions (the Law) of our
Heavenly Father, the easier it will be to
carry them out and the less often we
will find ourselves in defiance of his
desires. Love toward God is the greatest
commandment and we express that love
by doing what is desirable to him.

Great peace have they who love your
law, and nothing can make them
stumble. (Psa 119:165)

Mike Shanta
Missouri
shanta@suddenlink.net

sabotaging some of
these questions can
be—questions like:
Why is life so hard?
Why does God seem
so far way? Why don’t
people like me? Why
can’t I lose weight? Why
can’t I get along with
my spouse or children
better? Why can’t I succeed at anything?
Why can’t I quit smoking? Why don’t
things ever seem to go my way? Why
can’t I find someone to have a loving and
meaningful relationship with?

If these are the kind of questions
you consistently ask yourself, you
stand a good chance of leading a rather
unproductive, unhappy, and self-
defeating life.
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Heard a Good Message?

This Faith Networks recurring feature will provide brief summaries of good messages
you might want to obtain from the presenters for your own listening.

The Natural Law

by Ronald Dart
Synopsis by Donna Neubert

How do God’s laws apply to our
lives today? Do God’s laws require a
“divine hand” to enforce them, or do
natural consequences for breaking the
law automatically occur? Explore these
questions and others and contemplate
the answers by reviewing the insightful
message, The Natural Law.

As we begin, we are asked to
consider our creation. “The moment
you start imagining the act of
creation, all types of questions occur.”
The complexity of our universe is
staggering and the laws governing
it complex. We know that water
is crucial for life, but when you
understand the ecosystem of the earth,
you realize life on our planet requires
enormous quantities of water. How do
you move such enormous quantities
of water in the oceans and seas around
the earth? God designed the moon
exactly for this purpose; otherwise,
human life could not exist on the
planet. The moon balances gravity and
motion, and its mass affects the earth
and its inhabitants. We refer to gravity
as the “law” of gravity; however,
gravity is not a law that you can break
like man’s law.

Like our solar system, man is also
a system, and the man God made is

a balance of matter and energy like
everything else He made. Man is a
much more complex system, however,
and governed by properties of matter
and energy that we can’t change. Many
laws that govern man can be discov-
ered in time by man himself, but some
of the laws that affect the relation-
ships of man and the lives of human
beings we might never discover, if they
were not revealed to us.

To a degree, God has written into
man a system of logic to make him
aware of right and wrong. Civilizations
around the world see certain things
in common—such as “it’s wrong to
become involved with another man’s
wife.” The natural system of logic can
only take you so far, however, and
sometimes it is painful to learn things
by experience.

God’s law provides key things that
man needs to know about himself, his
relationship with his fellowman, and
his relationship with God. If man is
not told these things, he might never
discover them. Genesis 26 indicates
Abraham knew a system of law with
structure (charge, commandments,
statutes, laws).

There are so many lessons in the law
of God that the person who spends
time trying to apply it to his life will
have a tremendous advantage over
those who do not.

This message is available free on CD from Christian Educational Ministries (CEM),

PO Box 560, Whitehouse, Texas 75791, (903) 509-2999. (Delivery: 3 to 4 weeks)
\
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love,%'oy, peace,
Iongsu#ering, kindness, gooclness, aithgulness,
gcntleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23

A Better Mousetrap

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said,
“Build a better mousetrap and the
world will beat a path to your door.”

For much of my life I have been, in my
own mind at least, the builder of better
mousetraps. My ideas almost always
seemed better than others. This attitude
is the opposite of the fruit of meekness
or humility that we are to be growing in
our lives. Thankfully as time marches
on I have at last begun to recognize my
own limitations, appreciate strengths in
others, and understand better where I
really fit in the world.

We are admonished in the book of
Proverbs not to be wise in our own
eyes and not to think more highly of
ourselves than we ought, because those
attitudes create a false sense of ourselves
and pride that goes against the way of
God. Pride and arrogance are called
“evil ways” in Proverbs 8:13. They are the
opposite of the fruit of humility because
they seek to promote self above others,
often at all costs.

Some unexpected wisdom on this
subject came from the comedian Jeff
Foxworthy, best known for his “You
might be a redneck if....” humor. Mr.
Foxworthy said, “Pride is the first step
in people unraveling and companies
unraveling and relationships unraveling.”

It is in this area of relationships
that pride causes us to make many
mistakes. The world is full of armchair
quarterbacks rerunning plays everyone
else makes. These folks are always finding

something negative to
say about what others
do or say. If there

is always something
wrong with the way others do things; if
your way is always the best and/or only
way; if your mousetrap is always much
superior—then truly you will find your
relationships unraveling.

The “I could have done it better”
attitude devalues others because it lacks
respect for their strengths and talents.
And without a proper sense of humility,
which includes courtesy, patience, and
deference to other people, we cannot
live in peace and harmony with them.
We also seriously weaken our ability
to successfully live day to day because
no one can do everything. Or as John
Donne put it, “No man is an island.”

And more importantly we are not on
the right track with Jesus and God the
Father:

And [Jesus] called a child to Himself
and set him before them, and said,
“Truly I say to you, unless you are
converted and become like children,
you shall not enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever then humbles himself
as this child,

he is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.” (Mat 18:2-4 NAS)

Joan Osborn
Indiana
jaosborn@tds.net

For the Lord takes pleasure in His
people; He will beautify the humble with
salvation. (Psal49:4)

So the next time you feel sure it is only
your mousetrap that will work, stop and
think: “You just might be a redneck if ...
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Perhaps Paul himself thought that his
efforts really did have something to do
with how God’s plan for “firstfruits” for
that first resurrection would work out.
Perhaps he, figuratively, yearned to have

“stars in his crown” to joyfully offer as
firstfruits to Jesus.

I certainly hope to have many in mine.
How about you?

Will there be any stars, any stars in your crown
When at evening the sun goeth down?

When you wake with the blest in the mansions of rest
Will there be any stars in your crown?

O what joy it will be when His face you behold,
Living gems at his feet to lay down!

It will sweeten your bliss in the city of gold,

If there are many stars in your crown.

Locus of Control
Part 1: The Individual

What controls the decisions you make?
Maybe it’s the school you attended, the
political party, church, or union you
belong to. Or does the control center lie
someplace else?

On September 11, 2001, four airliners
were hijacked by terrorists on a suicidal
flight to turn civilian aircraft into flying
bombs. For the passengers there was no
way out. They were trapped, victims of
the terrorists. Of the four planes, the only
one that did not reach its destination
was Flight 93, where passengers took
the initiative to defend themselves. The
movie Flight 93 quotes passenger Todd
Beemer as saying, “No one outside the
plane is going to help us. It’s up to us
to do something.” It was a defining
realization that any opportunity to
thwart the hijackers was within the plane.

Psychologists see this as changing
the perception of where the “locus
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of control” resides.
Where is the location
of control? Healthy
people have an

Jim O'Brien
internal control center. Ohio

jimobri@gmail.com

Unhealthy people
perceive themselves
as being controlled externally. As Paul
wrote, “...work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to
do of his good pleasure.” (Phi 2:12-13 )
In other words, a healthy person takes
ownership of his life. When you own a
car you can paint it, change the radio,
wash it, or let it deteriorate. You may
view the car as a gift from God, but it is
your possession and your responsibility.
It is that way with your life. But owning
your life means more than just doing a
job, it means being responsible for the
way you exist. You're not just responsible

liberty than their neighbors do.

The kind of “freedom” American
Christians believe in is one that has
been permissive or silent in the face of
debauchery and vice as the culture has
continually defined deviancy down.
Christians have been shamed into
silence, buying into a false doctrine of
“Judge Not” which society regards as
acceptance of those things hostile to
our Foundations. As a result, the culture
becomes more depraved and criminal,
and society requires greater assertive
controls in order to keep peace and safety.

Benjamin Franklin himself noted, “As
nations become corrupt and vicious, they
have more need of masters.” A vibrant
Christian faith was intended to influence
the culture of America and “keep it on
the straight and narrow,” restricting
the claws of government so individual
pursuits of happiness could be achieved.

Today it is exactly backwards.
Americans think they cannot pursue
happiness WITHOUT government

“Our Constitution was made
only for a religious and moral
people. It is wholly inadequate

for the government of any other.”

- John Adams

involvement, while moral principles are
seen as intolerant and oppressive. If
you look at the slide of our culture over
the last 50 years, you will note that as
we devolve from our moral roots, more
authoritarian controls and oversight
are needed to keep order. It grows to
the point that almost every activity is
governed and regulated by the State at
some level.

We Christians have a large stake of
blame for this present situation. Without

religion and morality being preached
and promoted to guide a people, we all
eventually become slaves to imposed
wickedness and the tyranny of men.

Americans seem to be comfortable
with such tyranny however, having
no problems with much of their lives
regulated and subject to oversight. We
get upset when something affects our
wallets like the price of gas, while your
liberty to mention God in the public
square has been abolished right under
your nose with nary a whimper.

The Founders expected Christians and
Jews to be the Knights of this Republic,
the guardians of our collective culture.
John Adams wrote: “Our Constitution
was made only for a religious and moral
people. It is wholly inadequate for the
government of any other.”

What our Founders were inspired to
establish for us, and the Church, was a
nation wherein the spirit of God could
move individuals towards sharing great
and mighty gifts to benefit the whole

people and at the same time, fulfill its

commission.

Sadly, the Church seems to have
missed that truth, having shrunk
into itself, and divorced from
public involvement, it is no longer
influencing the culture as it once did.
The culture instead is influencing the
Church and making slaves out of us

all. Americans are losing their birthright
to freedom and liberty for an absolution
of responsibility with an empty promise
of security.

How that has affected your spiritual
freedom, what true liberty requires of
you, and how vital it is in fulfilling our
Commission to make Disciples will be
discussed in the second installment of
this article, in the next issue of Faith
Networks.
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