Book Introduction to 1st Timothy

By Brian Smith


Book Introduction to 1st Timothy

History of Timothy and Paul
Before we study the contents of Paul's first letter to Timothy, it is helpful to understand some of the experiences that these two men shared together.

Timothy was born and raised in the town of Lystra in the province of Lycaonia, a town steeped in the culture of the worship of the Roman pantheon (particularly Zeus). Timothy had a Jewish grandmother, Lois, and a Jewish mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5), but a Greek father. Because of the culture around him and the influence of his father, Timothy was uncircumcised (Acts 16:3) and was probably familiar with all of the stories of the Roman gods. However, he was also carefully schooled in Judaism by his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5, Acts 16:1-2).
[AD 46-48] (Acts 14:1-7) During Paul's first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas stopped at the city of Iconium for a considerable amount of time, convincing many Jews and Gentiles of the truth of Jesus Christ. However, other Jews and Gentiles who refused to believe the words of Paul and Barnabas made plans to stone them. The believers found out about the plans of the unbelievers and Paul and Barnabas were forced to flee to Lystra, Timothy's hometown, and other cities.
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(Acts 14: 8-18) In Lystra, a man with crippled feet was healed through the words of Paul by his own faith. Through this healing, the people of Lystra tried to crown Paul as Hermes and Barnabas as Zeus. The priest of Zeus tried to bring bulls and wreathes for an offering to Paul and Barnabas, but they tore their clothes and told the people to stop, for they were humans just like them and encouraged the people to instead turn to the living God.

(Acts 14:19-20) During all of this commotion some Jews came over from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds, convincing them that Paul was a blasphemer, so instead of being crowned as gods, Paul was stoned to death, or so they thought, and his body was dragged out of the city. But Paul did not die. He went back into the city, rested for the night, and left for the town of Derbe the next day.
It appears that during this first visit, Timothy's mother became a believer in Christ (Acts 16:1). It is highly probable that Timothy was a witness to all of these events, viewing them from a Jewish background and hearing about the coming of the promised Messiah that he had studied about his whole life. Then, seeing the miracles of the healing of the lame man and the return of Paul to health must have made an impact on young Timothy. With the continued teaching of his mother, Timothy also became a believer in Christ (Acts 16:2).
[AD 50-52] (Acts 16:1-3) During Paul's second missionary journey, he retraced his path through many of the cities that he visited during his first journey, including Lystra. While there, the church group spoke highly of Timothy, and it appears that Timothy had spiritual gifts which were prophesied to accomplish great things (1 Timothy 1:18, 4:14). Paul decided to bring him along on the remainder of the journey. In order to go, however, Timothy had to agree to circumcision so as not to offend any Jewish brethren nearby.
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This began a process of Paul training Timothy to be a leader in the work of the Lord. On the remainder of this journey, Timothy was able to witness firsthand the internals of how ecclesiastical decisions are made as Paul delivered the decision reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey (Acts 16:4), how the Spirit leads (or prevents) people in its will (Acts 16:6-10), how to pray (Acts 16:13, 16), how to cast out demons (Acts 16:16-18), how to rejoice in jail after a severe flogging (Acts 16:18-25), how the Lord can deliver you from prison (Acts 16:25-26), how to bring people from all walks of life to belief in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:13-15, 27-34), how to begin a new church area (Philippi, Acts 16:13-15) how to hold public officials accountable (Acts 16:35-39), how to reason with the Jews and Gentiles about Jesus Christ, among other things. Sometime during the journey down to Corinth, Paul sent Timothy back to the young church in Thessalonica to strengthen and encourage the brethren there during the trials that Paul et all were experiencing during their travels (1 Thessalonians 3:1-5). Timothy caught up with them in Corinth, where Paul authored the letter of 1 Thessalonians (3:6), as well as 2 Thessalonians just a few months later.
[AD 53-57] Over the years, their relationship grows so that Paul trusts Timothy with even some of the most difficult tasks of caring for the churches. During Paul's third missionary journey, he sends Timothy and Erastus to care for the churches in Macedonia. And when there were serious problems brewing in the Corinthian church, Paul chose to send Timothy. Notice the depth of feeling that Paul has for Timothy when he refers to Timothy as "my son whom I love" (1 Corinthians 4:17; also in 2 Timothy 2:1). Then Timothy joins up again with Paul on his journey back towards Jerusalem, where Paul authors his second letter to the Corinthians after hearing Timothy's report (2 Corinthians 1:1); from the text of 2 Corinthians, it appears that Timothy was not able to solve all of the problems there. During the journey, Timothy was able to witness the resurrection of Eutychus (who fell asleep during one of Paul's long-winded sermons (Acts 20:7-12)) and the arrest of Paul by the Jews in Jerusalem. Timothy is mentioned in Romans 16:21, thought to have been written about AD 57.
[AD 57-62] Timothy spent some time with Paul during his long imprisonment in Rome. Timothy is mentioned in the letters to the Colossians and Philemon, thought to be written in AD 60. In AD 61 Paul sends a letter to the Philippians where he promises to soon send Timothy back to one of the first church areas that he helped to open (Philippians 2:19-24).
[AD 63-65] Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus to be a leader in that church. After Paul was released from prison, he hoped to visit Timothy, but in the meantime he wrote this special letter to Timothy to give practical advice about the ministry in about AD 64 after knowing Timothy for a good 17 years and serving side by side with Timothy for 13 years.
[Before AD 70] Timothy is again referred to in the book of Hebrews, where it states that he has been released from prison. It is not known specifically when the book of Hebrews was written, but it is known that it was previous to the destruction of the temple in AD 70.

Analysis of 1 Timothy

It seems that this first letter from Paul to Timothy shows the two great relationships that they shared: As a father to a son, and as mentor of a young pastor.

Father to Son

I am intrigued by the language that Paul chooses to use to Timothy. He uses a great many action phrases that are designed to encourage Timothy to step up and be a man. He spits out one encouragement after another, like a loving father to an adoring son being sent on his first major quest. Paul wants Timothy to throw himself into the life of servanthood to Christ no matter the consequences or who tries to stand in the way.
· To Timothy, my true son in the faith (1:2)
· Command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer (1:3)
· Fight the good fight (1:18)
· Hold on to faith and a good consciousness (1:19)
· Train yourself to be godly (4:7)

· Command and teach these things (4:11)

· Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young (4:12)

· Set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity (4:12)

· Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. (4:13)

· Do not neglect your gift. (4:14)
· Be diligent (4:15)

· Give yourself wholly (4:15)

· Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them. (4:16)

· But you, man of God, flee from all kinds of evil (6:11)
· Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. (6:11)

· Fight the good fight of the faith. (6:12)

· Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called (6:12)

· I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame (6:13-14)

Three times Paul reminds Timothy of promises or prophesies that were made in earlier times, as though by bringing them up he is binding Timothy to fulfilling those prophesies:

· I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophesies once made about you (1:18)

· Do not neglect your gift which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. (4:14)

· When you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses (6:12)

Paul seems to open up the faults of his own past and his own character as if to say to Timothy, "Hey, if the Lord can work through a guy like me, He can work powerfully through a man like you." Consider, for example, the text from 1:12-16.

Also, Paul was concerned for Timothy's health, and gives him the advice to stop drinking only water and to have a little wine (5:23).

Advice to a Young Pastor

Paul also has a lot of advice for Timothy on the proper way to run the church in Ephesus. Though Paul wanted to deliver this wisdom in person, he wrote the letter in case he was delayed (3:14-15). In his words, so "you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth." Topics include:

· Fighting against those who teach false doctrines; if you are going to teach, teach the truth (1:3-7)
· To show love

· To show a pure heart

· To show a good conscience

· To show sincere faith

· Keep the law in perspective (1:8-11)
· Make requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving for everyone. (2:1-2)

· Men should lift up holy hands in prayer without anger or disputing (2:8)

· Women should dress modestly, and adorn themselves with good deeds and proper behavior (2:9-15)

· Qualifications for an overseer (3:1-7)

· Above reproach

· Husband of only one wife

· Temperate

· Self-controlled

· Respectable

· Hospitable

· Able to teach

· Not given to drunkenness

· Not violent, but gentle

· Not quarrelsome

· Not a lover of money

· Must manage his family well, with children who obey and show respect

· Must not be a recent convert

· Must have a good reputation with outsiders

· Qualifications for a deacon (3:8-13)

· Worthy of respect

· Sincere

· Not indulging in much wine

· Not pursuing dishonest gain

· Keep hold of the deep truths of the faith

· Have a clear conscience

· Must first be tested and be found with nothing against them
· Wives must be:

· Worthy of respect

· Not malicious talkers

· Temperate

· Trustworthy in everything

· Husband of only one wife

· Manage children and household well

· Warnings of the pains of the later times (4:1-5)

· Hold on to truth; stay away from myths; train your mind. (4:6-8)

· Treat older men as fathers, older women as mothers, younger men as brothers, younger women as sisters, with purity (5:1-2)

· Qualifications for the list of widows (5:3-16)

· Honor to elders (5:17-20)

· Do nothing with partiality (5:21)

· Do not be hasty (5:22)

· Conduct of slaves to masters (even Christian masters) (6:1-2)
· The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil (6:3-10)
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PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY (ACTS 13:1—14:28)



